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A Special Message to Physicians from Congressman Ron Paul, MD:


“I’m a member because AAPS works to protect medical freedom, to defeat schemes to nationalize healthcare, and to protect medical privacy from the federal surveillance state. All physicians
who cherish their liberty owe a debt of gratitude to this outstanding organization.”
Dear Colleague:

Not since 1965, have we faced such a crucial crossroad in the direction that the practice of medicine will take in the future.  The anti-managed care backlash has left the field wide open for supporters of government-controlled, single payer medicine to swoop in and play off patients’ and doctor’s frustration with arrogant and unresponsive companies.  Their easy and “politically correct” solution is for the government to step in and take over.

But we know that would be the death knell for the freedom to practice ethical medicine.  The Association of American Physicians and Surgeons is the only national professional medical organization fighting to prevent that from happening.

The problem is third parties – government and insurance companies – meddling with your practice.

In 2002, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services announced almost 200 more pages of changes to the privacy regulations that you will be required to follow under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA).  And don’t forget, that’s in addition to the more than 1,500 pages that go into effect in 2003. 


But no one can figure out exactly what the regulations mean, or how they will be enforced – including the federal agencies charged with the enforcement.  They say they’ll keep issuing “revisions” and “guidance” until they get it right.  But while they’re trying to figure it out, the law says that you must comply – or face criminal prosecution and/or tens of thousands in fines.  


But we think most of what’s in these regulations is unconstitutional, and have filed a lawsuit against the federal government to overturn them.

Isn’t it time you joined a physician group that represents you, not special interests?

This may be the first letter you’ve received from AAPS and are wondering who we are and what we do.  AAPS was founded in 1943 for physicians in all specialties to protect the freedom of physicians to practice medicine and the freedom of patients to retain control of their medical care.


AAPS is one of the largest dues-supported physician organizations in the country – unlike some groups whose special interest money and government publishing deals vastly exceed their member dues.  


We’ve been fighting against government-controlled, socialized medicine, the capricious prosecution of physicians, and managed-care’s increasing stranglehold on patient care as well as your ethics.

We put our money where our mouth is, not into the pockets of our executives.

AAPS makes a difference in protecting your freedom to practice medicine in many ways -- ways that you may not hear about in the news.  That’s because we spend our member’s dues on getting results rather than touting our horn through high-priced public relations campaigns, paying exorbitant executive salaries or inflated administrative costs like some other medical groups that seem to be ethically-challenged.  

In fact, only 10% of your dues go to administrative expenses, a figure almost unheard-of for professional associations.  The Executive Director is a practicing physician – not a corporate officer, and the office is staffed with volunteers. We spend every dollar you send us like our own and make sure we get the most “bang” for every buck.

Take advantage of our free videos and alerts.

If you have more questions about AAPS, visit our website at www.aapsonline.org.  Or we’ll send you a free copy of our video, “Different Doctors” that tells more about why you need to join us in our fight to keep freedom in the practice of medicine.


And we’ll be happy to send you future alerts and news about practice issues.  Just send us your email address or fax number.  There are no strings, and we promise not to “spam” or paper you with a lot of trivial reports. 

As are you, I am a practicing physician. I understand the extraordinary demands placed on your time and money -- by your patients, your family, your community, and local and state medical societies.  But I believe that my membership in AAPS is some of the most important things I can do as a physician who is dedicated to protecting doctors’ and patients’ freedom.  

I’ve decided that I can’t stand on the sidelines, and hope you will make that same choice.  Please join us in the Association of American Physicians and Surgeons.

Sincerely,
P.S. Even if you’re not ready to join yet, please ask for your free copy of the video “Different Doctors.”  Just check the box on the application form.
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