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Deai Dr. Crient:

T am r=sponding to your letter of July 5, 2002, and wish to clarify the origin of the AMA’s
Declaraiion of Projessionai Kesponsibility. As witn ali of its work, CEJA rciies on expeit
staff to ceszaich thoroughly ethical and professional matters thai are timely and of

importance o the entire medical profession. Those topics are brought to the attention of the
Ceouncil for careful consideration. Often, when a topic appears to extend beyond existing
athice polizy of the AMA or would represent a considerable addition to the Code of Medical
Fihivs, it is preseated at Open Forums during the AMA™s Annuai and Interim Meetings, so
thai thie Council may rceeive testimony that will guide its wvork. The Council then undertakes
a careful review of many drafts of any Report before presenting 1t to the House of ixclagates

Withi ¢ :9’.’;"‘ 1:9 the [ec n*u« ion of Professional Resvorsibility, the £ aameil strengly betieved
i ¢ stevsion necded to make its voice cleariy ne&rd i theaftennath of the
gvants of 1\‘@;}[& vser 2050 The Council wasted no time ia supporting Pie wort: o esented 1o it

o e Ethics Standards s;»aﬂ The Declaration drew froim the richest tradition of medical
prmev.wn«.uf;sm atii the nighest ideal of caring for those in need. The dral? was rf'vmwpd by a
groun of physic'an" humanitarians, legal scholars, and philosophers, and reflected their
recominendations. Wanting this fundamental and inspiring message to be heard without
delay, the C ounwll orought the Declaration forward as a CEJA Report, which was adopted by
the House of Delegates at the 2001 AMA Interim Meeting.
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In offering the Declaration for consideration, the Council has emphasized that the
Declaration is consistent with the AMA’s Principles of Medicai Ethics, but does aot
supercede them, nor is the Declaration an Opinion of the Codz.

I hope this addresses your questions.

A'ar;t J. Morse MD Chair, Council on Ethical and JUdlUdi A‘“talrs
* Karine Morin, LLM, Secretary, Council on Ethical and Judicial Affairs’




